
Welcome to the Fall 2025 semester!

We’re thrilled to welcome our students for the fall
semester! As you dive into your classes, we hope you
make new friends, have meaningful connections and just
enjoy the college experience. 

This year has brought many exciting changes, and we’re
especially thrilled about the launch of our new School
Counseling program. The first cohort of students has
been admitted and will begin classes this fall. We are also
pleased to welcome Dr. Jessie Koltz as the new School
Counseling Program Director. Jessie joins us with
extensive experience from Utah State University, where
she successfully led a similar program. We are incredibly
grateful to have her on our faculty and look forward to
the impact she will have on the program.

We are planning to have an informal Back to School
gathering on Tuesday, September 16, 3:00 to 4:00 pm in
Wist 131.  We hope that you will be able to join us and
connect with fellow students and get to know the faculty
in the department. 

September 16
EDEP Welcome Back
Gathering
Deadline to drop a course
without a “W” grade; Submit
UH employee tuition waiver

October 1
Online registration opens
for Fall 2025
commencement ceremony

November 3
Last day to drop a course
with “W”

November 17
Registration for Spring 2026
begins

November 21
Tentative Plan B/GCert
Presentations

December 15-16
End of Semester Review
Sessions

Ed Psych Faculty

Seongah Im, Professor
  seongahi@hawaii.edu, Wist 212

Jessie Koltz, Asst. Professor
  jkoltz@hawaii.edu, Wist 211

Mark Murphy, Asst. Professor
  mmurph@hawaii.edu, Wist 210

Lois Yamauchi, Professor
  yamauchi@hawaii.edu, Wist 213
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Graduate Student Information

PhD Students
Below are the Fall 2025 dates for prospectus
submission
       Submit             Faculty Discussion
       Aug. 29                     Sept. 8
       Sept. 26                    Oct. 6
       Oct. 24                      Nov. 3
       Nov. 21                     Dec. 1

If you are doing your final oral exam (dissertation
defense) don't forget to submit your announcement (Final
Oral Exam for Doctoral Dissertation Defense) form online
to the Graduate Division at least two weeks prior to your
defense.

Contact COEDSA (coedsa@hawaii.edu) for more
information about the College of Education Doctoral
Students Association.

MEd Students
If you are interested in connecting with other master's
students in the College of Education please consider
joining the College of Education Masterʻs Student
Association (COEMSA). For more information please
contact them at coemsa@hawaii.edu
The tentative date for the Plan B Presentations will be
Friday, November 21. We will send out more information
when it becomes available.

Graduation Information
If you are planning to graduate this semester please
submit the Application for Graduation 
You can find Graduation Checklists on the Graduate
Division’s website. 
If you plan to participate in commencement please
register and find information on the commencement
website, 

Congratulations
 to our 2024-25 

graduates!

Educational Psychology
Doctoral Graduates
Anita Huang
Sean Mosier
Lauren Wetzell
Jana Wilkinson

Educational Psychology
Masterʻs Graduates

Chanelle Camero
Elerose Cordero

Faith Gabour
Quinn Goo

Nikola Homolkova
Masako Imanishi

Rehabilitation Counselor Education 
Masterʻs Graduates
Sherri Buenaventura
Jacyn De la Mora
Sydney Harkness
Isabelle Huber
Sarah Hunt
Jaren McMillan
David Perez
Melissa Rodriguez

Measurment & Statistics
Certificate Graduates

Alian Anjum
Anupama Reddy

Jieun Kim
Kiley Oeda

ELEROSE CORDERO, SPRING 2025
MED GRADUATE

COE CONVOATION
REHAB  GRADUATES

ANITA HUANG, SPRING 2025 
PHD GRADUATE

JIEUN KIM, FALL 2024
 MS CERTIFICATE GRADUATE

https://manoa.hawaii.edu/graduate/forms/
https://manoa.hawaii.edu/graduate/forms/
https://hawaii.kualibuild.com/app/65849f4632976c013bc8b163/run
https://manoa.hawaii.edu/graduate/forms/
https://manoa.hawaii.edu/graduate/forms/
https://manoa.hawaii.edu/commencement/
https://manoa.hawaii.edu/commencement/


"Pursuing the Measurement and Statistics Graduate Certificate in the Department of Educational
Psychology (EDEP) has truly been a rewarding and enriching experience for me. I completed
the certificate in Fall 2024. Although I officially applied to the program a semester later, I began
taking EDEP courses in Spring 2023, so it took me less than two years to finish the program. I
received my doctoral degree this May and recently began my new position as an Assistant
Professor at Soongsil University in Seoul, Korea.

As a PhD student specializing in language testing in the 
Department of Second Language Studies (SLS), I had 
always wanted to deepen my understanding of advanced 
statistics. While SLS offers some related courses, taking 
courses entirely focused on research methodology in 
EDEP allowed me to better understand core concepts and
 their applications.

I benefited greatly from classes taught by Drs. Im and Liu. I’m especially grateful for the
opportunity to broaden my research perspective during the capstone project, which led to a
collaboration with Dr. Im. That manuscript received a revise and resubmit decision from
Language Assessment Quarterly, a prestigious journal in my field. Dr. Im was also kind enough
to serve as a member of my dissertation committee.

                                       Earning this graduate certificate helped me build a stronger foundation
                                       in research methods, strengthen my dissertation and other projects,
                                       publish an article from my capstone, and ultimately secure a faculty 
                                       position. As a graduate student without many publications at the time, 
                                       being able to demonstrate a strong background in research
                                       methodology gave me a real advantage in the job market.

I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude to my advisor, Dr. Seongah Im, as well as to the
professors, staff, and peers I had the pleasure of working with throughout the certificate
program." 

From Cap and Gown to
Career: How Jieun Kim
is using her
Measurement &
Statistics Graduate
Certificate



Leave of  Absence (LOA) -  Due to current
federal  landscape and changes related to
funding, we’re al lowing students one more
year of  LOA. I f  a student has not yet  used
any LOA, th is would give them up to two
years.

Beyond Graduate School  ( for  Master 's
students) and Beyond the Professor iate ( for
Doctoral  students/postdocs) plat forms.
Through our inst i tut ional  subscr ipt ion
graduate students and postdocs have free,
unl imited access. Included are sel f -paced
courses, workbooks, and vir tual  events to
develop the knowledge and conf idence
needed to successful ly advance students’
careers whi le in school  and af ter  degree
complet ion.

SAVE the DATE: Apply what you learn at  the
Fal l  2025 Career Fair  on October 1st ,  hosted
by the Mānoa Career Center.

Mir ik i tani  Outstanding Dissertat ion Award
$1500: This award recognizes except ional
doctoral  d issertat ion work for  doctoral
candidates wi th an approved Form I I .  See
STAR Scholarship (use keyword: Mir ik i tani
Dissertat ion) for  e l ig ib i l i ty  cr i ter ia and a sel f -
nominat ion form. Deadl ine to apply is
October 15.

Talk Story Ser ies -  Week of  Oct.  20 -  AI
t rends/ future /  workforce

Hale Haukani :  New graduate student housing
(former NOAA bui ld ing) opened August 2025.
Contact  informat ion:
halehaukani@greystar.com and (808) 437-
2256

Dr.  Richard Zinbarg,gave our
department a presentat ion in May 
on Internal Consistency Rel iabi l i ty :
What is  Wrong with Cronbach’s Alpha
and What to Use Instead
(omega_hierarchical ) .  The
presentat ion was well attended
by faculty and students .  
Thank you Dr.  Zinbarg!

We extend our heartfelt  congratulat ions
to Dr Liu,  who recently left  our
department to jo in the faculty at  Baylor
University.  S ince joining us in 2011,  Dr.
L iu has taught a wide range of
stat ist ical courses from Intro.  to
Quantitat ive Methods to Structural
Equat ion Model ing.  We wish her al l the
best in this  excit ing new chapter of her
career!

MIN!
Aloha‌Department
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NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY
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