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SOME OLD PHOTOS OF LEONE



SOME OLD PHOTOS:
NEAR PALA LAGOON WETLANDS



SOME OLD PHOTOS:
LEONE BAY @ LOW TIDE



SOME OLD PHOTOS:
LEONE HIGH SCHOOL



LEONE HIGH SCHOOL NOW
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Part II:  School Profile 

I . INTRODUCTI ON 

Leone Frank E. Midkiff Elementary School (LMES), ñHome of the Cubsò is in the Western 

District of American Samoa and is 8.18 miles from the airport. This school is in a suburban area, 

consisting of a mixture of working and home making families. LMES is dedicated and 

committed to educating young pupils from the villages of Leone, Malaeloa, Vailoatai, Taputimu 

and Lepuapua of the main island of Tutuila, PagoPago, American Samoa.  

 

LMES was established in January of 1957 and named after Frank Elbert Midkiff, an educator 

and civic leader who served as High Commissioner of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands 

in 1953 to 1954. LMES added a couple of new buildings to its school site since 1988 extending 

its campus.  Now the school consists of two campuses separated by a road.  There is an upper 

campus that serves students of grades six to grade eight with its own cafeteria and lavatories. The 
lower campus serves Kindergarten to grade 5 and it houses the main office, library, and 

computer lab. 

 

I I . STUDENT DATA 

 

A. STUDENT ENROLLM ENT  

In Figure 1.1 the student enrollment decreased.  In the school year 2013-2014 the student 
enrollment was 957 students at LMES.  LMES served 934 students in 2014-2015.  This semester 

we currently are serving 880 students. 

 

Figure 1.1 
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B. STUDENT ETHNICITY 

In figure 1.2 LMES serves a majority of Samoan students for both school years mentioned with 

some Asian/Pacific Islanders and about the same percentage of other which refer to students with 

Caucasian descent. 

 

Figure 1.2 
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HISTORICAL LANDMARK ςLEONE AIRSTRIP

2018

BOMBER AND 
FIGHTER 
AIRSTRIP

SHORT LIVED 
DURING 

WORLD WAR II

FROM WVUV 
RADIO TOWER 

TO MIDKIFF



HISTORICAL LANDMARK ςLEONE AIRSTRIP

2009



HISTORICAL LANDMARK ςLEONE AIRSTRIP

2001



HISTORICAL LANDMARK ςLEONE AIRSTRIP

1963



HISTORICAL MONUMENT ςMT. ZION

JOHN WILLIAM
1STMISSIONARY

ARRIVED 
OCT 1832

MONUMENT
1900



HISTORICAL MONUMENT ςMT. ZION

1962

2017



HISTORICAL SITE ςFAGALELE BOYS SCHOOL

1971

ÕFor pre-ministry students
ÕEnrolled only boys
ÕPrepare for LMS Seminary
ÕBuilt circa 1850-56
Õ1st Secondary School
ÕEnlisted on National Register of 

Historic Places



MEMORIAL ςTSUNAMI HEALING GARDEN

ÕBuilt 2012
ÕAnnual candlelight services in remembrance of those who died 

in this tragedy

2016



FAGALELE BAY ςMULTIFACETED SITES

2018

ÕSogicoastline
ÕFoaga / Facets = hand-worn bowl-shaped depressions where 

many basalt adzes were polished
ÕTutuila was known as a source of superior adzes 
ÕAdzes left the island as trade items 



FAGALELE BAY ςMULTIFACET SITE

2001



FAGALELE BAY ςMULTIFACET SITE AT SUNSET

DATE???



LEONE STREAMS

9tL {¦!ChΩ!-¢!¦!ΩL
Archaeologist

PUNA MAI

PUNA LOA

Based on the Oral History collected from the
HTC Silivelio{ǳŀŦƻΩŀΣ !ǳƳŀΣ [ŜƻƴŜ όмффмύ



LEONE STREAMS

ÕA family from Cook Islands traveled to 
Leone.
ÕThey traded their goods for stone tools.
ÕThe couple went to gather stones and 

left their two sons to wait with a sailor.
ÕThe sons slept and the sailor wandered 

off to follow the smoke of the cooked 
umu.
ÕThe two sons went searching for the 

parents at different directions ςPuna
Mai to the west of the Leafustream and 
PunaLoa to the east.
ÕThe parents went home with the stone 

tools then went back to search for their 
sons when they did not return.

9tL {¦!ChΩ! ¢!¦!ΩL
Archaeologist



LEONE STREAMS

ÕThey found only water springs that sang 
like a weeping child
ÕIn an attempt to soothe the weeping 

sons, the mother called out
ÕBut the voices comforted the parents 

and told them that they would remain in 
Leone to mark their first journey to 
Samoa and to help the people 
appreciate their surrounding resources
ÕThe parents returned to their homeland 

but will always return to Leone for more 
stones knowing their sons are here.

9tL {¦!ChΩ! ¢!¦!ΩL
Archaeologist



LEONE STREAMS ςPUNA LOA



LEONE STREAMS ςPUNA LOA



LEONE STREAMS ςPUNA MAI



LEONE STREAMS ςPUNA MAI



ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE ςTATAGA MATAU



ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE ςTATAGA MATAU



ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE ςTATAGA MATAU

SKETCH AS IT MIGHT LOOK CLEARED



ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE ςTATAGA MATAU

1985 2010



ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE ςTATAGA MATAU

STONES ARE SELECTED 
AND CARRIED DOWN 

FROM QUARRY ABOVE 
THE MOUNTAIN

Ch!D! κ h[hD' ¢hΩL
NEAR LEAFU 
STREAMBED

FOR GRINDING OF ROCK 
TO MAKE STONE TOOLS



ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE ςTATAGA MATAU

BLANK STONE
FROM CORE BASALT ROCK UP 

IN QUARRY

HAMMER STONE
TO FASHION / SHAPE



ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE ςTATAGA MATAU

BLANK STONE
FROM CORE BASALT ROCK UP 

IN QUARRY

HAMMER STONE
TO FASHION / SHAPE



ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE ςTATAGA MATAU



ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE ςTATAGA MATAU

ADZE-AXE MADE FROM 
STONE FROM TATAGA 

MATAU



LANDMARK - NIUAVEVE



SAMOAN EXPRESSION

ά9 C!Ω!L[h 9 a!¦D! h ![LL 
¢![! h [9 !Ω!Lέ

THE MOUNTAIN SIGNALS THE 
PASSING OF A HIGH CHIEF

FLORINA SCANLAN (LEFT)
IOANA ULI (RIGHT)



SAMOAN EXPRESSION
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THE MOUNTAIN SIGNALS THE 
PASSING OF A HIGH CHIEF

FLORINA SCANLAN (LEFT)
IOANA ULI (RIGHT)



CHANGES FROM WESTERN CONTACT

UNITED SAMOAN ARCHIPELAGO

PAGANISM (TAGALOA) TO CHRISTIANITY (MISSIONARIES)

ORAL TRADITION AND INFORMAL LEARNING TO FORMAL 
EDUCATION

ANCIENT ADVANCED TECHNOLOGIES TO MODERNIZED 
MATERIALS &  METHODS

LIFESTYLE DEPENDENT ON NATURE AND TRADING TO 
CAPITALISM AND NEW ECONOMIC WAYS 



Study of the three 

types of rocks, rock 

cycle and the 

importance of rocks to 

all living things, 

including humans.  



Compare the density 

of various types of 

igneous rocks found 

on island.



Samoans 

manufactured tools, 

bartered, traded and 

introduced new plants 

and 

animals.



Samoan history and 

cultural lesson on 

landmarks within 

Leone and other 

important sites, and

tala faôagogo

(story telling / 

literature).



Lesson on how 

folklore was also 

taught through music.



PLACE-BASED PROBLEM(S)

Ç Pollution
V Debris, contaminants etc.

Ç Flash flooding & Ocean Barrier
V Wetlands, mangroves restoration

Ç Animal and Vegetation Restoration
V Bats
V Fallen trees & plants = lack of fruits



THANK YOU!!


