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Numerous Earthquakes 

 
One could live on great Hawaiʻi of Kāne, 

and before reaching old age, one would see 
the constant activity of earthquakes, 

booming, booming; I was counting and there 
were twenty-five tremors. The span of my 
tally was from 10 AM on March 28 until 9 
o'clock that night. However, there was only 
one earthquake that caused the tremors. I 
could see our house shuddering like some 

drinker. Our Judge ran outside, with only the 
leaves of trees to keep the heat of the sun off 

his face from fear that the house would 
collapse; "the Japanese child is indeed 

foolish." I think that the woman of Kīlauea 
is down below, rooting around. Perhaps 

Kauliki is the snout she is wearing, arriving 
wherever she might appear and chewing 

things to bits; but now we'll have something 
to talk about in days to come.  Greetings to 

the Editor of Ke Au Okoa. J. W. 
KUPAKKEE. 

Kepulu, South Kona, March 28, 1868. 
 
 

  



Ka Nupepa Kuokoa 
April 4, 1868 

 

 

 
 AN EARTHQUAKE.—Around 4 
PM last Thursday, this city [Honolulu] was 
shaken by an earthquake.  It seemed to come 
from the Northwest; such was the 
appearance of the shaking. The wonder of 
all of God's works is glorious. 

  



 
Ka Nupepa Kuokoa 

April 11, 1868 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



  



Important Hawaiian News: Lava Flow, Earthquake, And Tsunami 
 

 There have been five or six letters sent to this office from Ka‘ū, Kona and Kohala, 
Hawai‘i, and from Waihe‘e and Lahaina, Maui. We are thanking those who sent these letters in, 
for their quickness in sending them. However, we are taking a little here and there from each 
letter. 
 Letter from Ka‘ū.—“On the 27th day of March, we saw Maunaloa in clear view, not 
covered by a single cloud. A few minutes later, mist was seen rising, starting out like a cloud. 
Right after, that mist quickly turned red at the summit of Mauna Loa and its fiery blaze quickly 
flowed West, like a torrent of rushing water.” 
 Letter from Kona.—“The fiery blaze of the lava flow came down to the base of Mauna 
Loa, near the place named Pupuawai, where it roiled and ravaged. Liki (Mr. Neville) and 
Keakaikawai, the native child of that forest, hiked up to take a look and returned. They think the 
lava will flow into Ka‘ū.” 
 One wise person who slept at the Guest House of the pit of Pele on Monday night, the 
30th day of March, is saying lava did not flow, and no sign of an eruption was seen by him. And 
if that is the case, he saw nothing on the side by him, but as for Ka‘ū and Kona, it appears the 
people of these places truly did see, according to the letters above. 
 

Concerning the Earthquake. 
 “On the 28th of March, the earthquake stirred with great strength. The tremors 
reverberated and pounded us, some were bigger than others, and some were smaller, but due to 
the rapid succession, a foreigner here in Kona, Kake Kealoha, fell down, and he remained on the 
ground for a few minutes. The next day, the 29th, the shaking continued with great trembling. 
However, on the 28th, it was heard far and wide that the sacred Cliff of the chiefs collapsed, the 
“sacred cliff of Keōua.” The landslide started from Kalepeamoa and went on to the Cliff of Ki‘i, 
and all the way to the cliff above the town of Kealakekua. Dusty haze hangs in the air today, 
along with smoke from burning lava. Some people made a wrong assumption that the lava had 
emerged down here at the shore, and loudly shouted, “The Lava erupted! The Lava erupted!!” 
Kona was obscured. 
 According to another writer, it was as follows: “The earthquake was dreadful these past 
days, and from the 27th until the 30th the trembling of the earth continued. I have never seen 
earthquakes like these of this year. So all the rocks and cliffs of our shores have tumbled and 
broken. The old folks think that it is due to the force of the eruption. Perhaps this is true, but it 
was shown in Geography that it is due to the contained steam.” 
 It was also heard that the rock walls of Kona tumbled, and the merchants of that area 
were startled by this astounding sight that has not been seen before. 
 Here is the important part of the letter from Ka‘ū about the earthquake: from the night of 
the 27th there was a huge tremor in Ka‘ū, some house lots were destroyed, and some people 
suffered losses. A solid part of the famous cliff of Pōhina cracked open and some of the native 
residents were worried that this crisis would land on all of them.   
 According to some news, it has been confirmed, Ka‘ū was the place with the greatest 
tremors, because it is the district closest to the pit of Pele. The rock house of Captain Baraunu 
[Brown] in Kahuku collapsed, and the family barely escaped. The chimney of Mr. Pogue’s store 
fell a little. The next Sunday, the 29th, Rev. J. F. Pogue met with his brethren beneath the shade 
of the kukui tree. That is what the English newspaper of the Government has reported, due to the 



fear that the church would soon fall. It was also reported in that newspaper, there were three 
hundred tremors that struck Hawai‘i. If that is so, there is truly a reason for some of the solid 
cliffs to collapse, like the observations of our people who wrote down their thoughts. 
 We have heard again, when a whaling ship was sailing outside of Hāmākua, the ship was 
broken into pieces, and the cliff peaks were seen collapsing. 
At Kawaihae, “on Thursday (?) evening, the earth shook three times due to the earthquake. 
J. A. Kamakini.” 
 In the news that reached us, the people of Wailuku, Maui saw the red glow of the lava 
last Tuesday night, and so did some people on Molokaʻi. This is probably the greatest true 
burning. The rows of cliffs are completely obscured by smoke. 
 In Waiheʻe, on Tuesday the 2nd, at 3:50, the people there saw the shaking of the earth. 
The people there were startled, and wondered what was happening to them. On Friday night 
through Saturday morning, at 1:15 that night, the people there were startled again by this 
aforementioned earthquake. 
 Here in Honolulu, there was an earthquake at 4 PM on Thursday the 2nd, and on Friday 
night through Saturday morning, there were two or three quakes, but we did not feel them. 
Perhaps some people were completely overcome with sleep, and some other people were the 
ones that felt it. 
 

Concerning the Tidal Wave. 
 J. A. Kamakini of Kawaihae wrote that when the people there were startled by the 
earthquake, and for a short time after, the ocean receded until the places just above where the 
surf breaks were dry. Not long after that, a high tide came in. During the earthquake, the crowd 
left the (?) Store, and only this man remained. 
 Here in Honolulu, right after 6 o'clock, a rising sea and an ebbing sea were seen here in 
Honolulu. This was an incredible thing; while we were standing and watching the ebb and the 
rise of the ocean, a resident of Honolulu said, "a tidal wave and a dry sea have been seen here in 
Honolulu, and the ships anchored in the harbor were wrecked at that time." 

 
News in Hilo and Puna. 

Terror and Fear! 
 When the whaling ship Hercules arrived from Hilo, we received, through the generosity 
of Iosepa Nawai [Joseph Nāwahī], news from there about the lava, earthquake and tidal wave, 
which is this below: 
 On March 27th, the quaking began in Hilo, continuing all the way to April 3rd. There 
were around 30 earthquakes every day, but they were not very strong. There was one extremely 
powerful earthquake in Hilo between 3 and 4 o'clock on April 3rd. At the Drug Store of Doctor 
Wekemea, all of the medicine bottles fell down and broke, turning into a worthless loss. The 
bowls, plates and glass things in all the stores were all cracked. Laimana's [Lyman's] 
schoolchildren left their building at night and slept at Hikikoki's [Hitchcock's] English School. 
The multitude of rich people had hearts throbbing with concern over the extent of their losses. 
Stone walls collapsed and lay about in the streets. People left their homes and lay down outside 
of the house. 
 The roads just cracked open, from one inch to one foot wide. As for the road running 
from Hāpai’s Store to Waiolama, the crack was slightly wider. The cliffs everywhere around the 
Wailuku river collapsed greatly. All the chimneys of the Sugar Mill in Hilo all fell down, with 



the exception of Pauka‘a. In Onomea, a cliff based collapsed, one woman died and a man barely 
escaped, and he will probably die. In Hilo, because a girl was so frightened from the earthquake 
while she was sleeping, she jumped through the window and broke her foot. 
 The foreigner who is taking care of the guesthouse at the Volcano was frightened and 
left. He ran towards the ocean of Hilo with great fright. The foundation of the house that was 
standing was cracked all around the outside. The road going to Ka‘ū from the volcano opened up 
wide and one could not pass. The place where the lava was especially strong was at Kaluaiki, the 
place overgrown with weeds adjacent to the road descending to Puna. There was lava at the usual 
opening, but not as strong as this. 
 The town of Keauhou, and James C. Kini’s (King) Storage House of Coconut Fibers was 
covered and taken away by the tidal wave. The schooner Odd Fellow was sent to sail at Keauhou 
to look for anything else left there, and rescue anyone if possible. The tidal wave at Hilo One 
rose past eight feet deep. The wharf at Kaipalaoa was completely covered by this tidal wave, to a 
depth past a man's chin. The rocks below the wharf at Wailuku were expose when the sea 
receded, and when it rose it went and took with it the chains of the wharf. The people of that area 
are very scared right now. The lava is definitely seen burning atop Maunaloa, and it is thought to 
be descending to Ka‘ū.  
  



Ka Nupepa Kuokoa 
April 11, 1868 

 

  
 

SOME BITS OF NEWS.—Here below is a 
letter from Lahaina! 
 "Yesterday, April 2, 4:25 PM, we 
were surprised and startled by the 
Earthquake shaking us and the structure of 
the house. It was fairly strong, and it seemed 
like it carried on its action for over two 
minutes. And between five and six o'clock 
that day, the sea was seen receding until it 
was extremely low, and afterwards, high 
seas rose. Such wondrous acts of God were 
only heard about from the distant past, and 
have only now been witnessed; when the 
ocean goes down completely and rises 
again." J. H. MOKU. 
 According to an anonymous letter to 
one of us, their outer reefs were exposed, 
and some people went to grab fish and 
crabs. That was where the multitudes of 
Lahaina saw that low tide was only a 
fraction of this, and with this the sea floor 
below was clearly seen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  



Ke Au Okoa 
April 16, 1868 

 
 
  



A Huge, Terrible Earthquake 
 

 Please insert into an available space in your columns the story of this great earthquake 
mentioned above, in the District of Puna, and probably in other places as well. 
 As I returned with my traveling companions on the road from Kapāpala, we hadn't yet 
reached our place (Kahaualeʻa), and in the middle of that span, we were struck by the 
earthquake, leaning inland and then towards the sea, and our hands groped for places to grab on 
to; one of my companions saw the cracking of the ground before us, and startled, ran off to stand 
somewhere else. As for me, I fell down, and I clearly heard the rumbling of the earth. I said to 
my companions, "What is happening to us?" One of us replied, "This thing that startled us is 
probably an earthquake." I said, "The ferocity is amazing, the rumbling and cracking of the 
ground might swallow us up; in that case we will all be dead, like Anaka and the others who 
were swallowed whole by the earth." 
 The duration of the earthquake that we felt was about six minutes, and when the quake 
subsided, we headed back, still seeing the cracking of the ground in the middle of the road; the 
crack was as wide as one foot in some places, and was several inches wide in other places. When 
we reached our houses, the family was there, having had the same experience as us. I saw that 
my meal house (a stone house) had collapsed, and the pipes were all cracked. 
 One could assume that the earthquake was the disaster that happened, but there was also 
the ocean. We went down seaward (where most of our houses are).  We saw that the skiffs were 
broken into little pieces; the earthquake had gone on until houses collapsed, the stone walls of 
churches fell, fences cracked, fish ponds went dry, and some people barely survived. The rising 
ocean at the shore caused five canoes to be smashed to little pieces, broke some fences, and the 
sea flooded into some houses with people inside. It was chaos, like a jumble of wild taro with 
tame taro. 
 It seems people's lives were in danger when the water entered the house, so a person 
named Kapai stood with two children, but as he ran, he got caught by the sea and the bones were 
scraped raw. The same happened to a woman and her child, they were smashed by the sea. A 
man and his daughter escaped by running and climbing up into a pandanus tree. Alas! Alas! such 
a disaster. Be swift, O Ke Au Okoa, flying on the wings of the wind to report this terrible news 
happening here in Puna, and probably in other places as well.  
 
B. H. M. KAILIWAHINE. 
Kaukeano, Puna, Hawaiʻi, Apr. 12, 1868. 
  
P. S. April 2, at about 5 PM, was when the earthquake began, and it did not relent in its shaking 
until sunset; and at dawn, the force of the earthquake was quite powerful. B. H. M. K. 
  



Ke Au Okoa 
April 16, 1868 

 
 

 

Earthquakes 
 

 From the residents of Waiʻōhinu, 
Wini [Whitney] told of some things 
concerning the earthquakes. 
 A foreigner, Mr. Silloway, reported 
that from March 29 until April 10, there 
were more than two thousand earthquakes, 
and it seemed like on some days there were 
between three and four hundred. However, 
the most powerful earthquake was the quake 
on April 2, because all of the churches were 
toppled, and almost everybody's houses 
were knocked down. 
 From 10 AM to 12 PM that day, 
there was a meeting in the large church of 
Waiʻōhinu; the inside was filled with 
people. Only four hours later, the great and 
terrifying earthquake came, and [the church] 
was tumbled to the ground—within only 
twenty seconds. 
 



Ke Au Okoa 
April 23, 1868 

 

 

EARTHQUAKES. -- The 
schooner Mary brought news from Hilo that 
the tremors from the movement of the 
earthquake there were ongoing until the 14th 
of this month. On another ship from San 
Francisco it was said that on March 24th, 
there was powerful thunder in San 
Francisco. Among several news telegrams, it 
was said that there was also an earthquake 
on the island of St. Thomas this past March. 
  



Ka Nupepa Kuokoa 
April 18, 1868 

 

 

KAUAʻI HAD NO EARTHQUAKE.—We 
asked many people on Kauaʻi if they felt 
those powerful earthquakes that occurred 
some time ago, and they say that they didn't 
feel them at all, and there were no 
reverberations. 
 



 

 
Ka Nupepa Kuokoa 

April 18, 1868 
 

 



 

The Great Fires of Pele 
 

 At 3 o'clock in the evening, Thursday, the 2nd of this April, a great, strong earthquake 
arrived. The people could not stand up neither could the animals. The dirt of the earth rose in the 
sky like the smoke of the hills that had been demolished. The large trees fell, some of the valleys 
were filled, and the total houses that were knocked over were more than 30. 3 churches fell, the 
church[es] of Kahuku, Waiohinu, and Punaluʻu. A large pit at Kahuku, 80 fathoms in 
circumference, 350 or more feet deep, and from within this pit, steam rose like the steam of the 
volcanic crater, the length from the harbor of Kaʻaluʻalu to this pit is more than 6 miles. 
Numerous indeed are the things the Lord has done. 
 Fifteen minutes after the earthquake, the high tide rose and some folks died because of 
the sea, the total loss of life to this sea is 46. Those who are left destitute are uncounted. Some 
corpses have been recovered, and some corpses are at the place where they long floated all the 
way to where they finish for 167 fathoms. The sea rose twice and then stopped. In the drying 
[receding] of the sea, numerous fish were seen, and two fish that are not [usually] seen a whale 
and a shark. 
 The small minor trembling of the earth began on Friday night until the day stated above, 
which is the fifth day and sixth night that this large earthquake was seen, all the people here of 
Kaʻū left their houses, the living place residence of the people took up is among the grasses with 
the mat tents;, the haole's are cloth tents.  The reason yet for the earth's frequent quakes, is that 
steam was trapped within the earth, and when the earthquake was done, the lava was seen 
blazing west of Maunaloa.  Three branches of thate fire were blazing, with the fiery strength 
onstrength of that blaze from the 28th of March until this morning on Monday, the 6th of April. 
The quaking of the earth is continuing, therefor, I am finishing my writing. With thanks. 
 
C.J. Waialoha 
Kīʻao, Kaʻū, Hawaiʻi, April 6, 1868. 
 



Ke Alaula 
May 1, 1868 

 
 
  



  
  



The Eruption of the Volcano - Earthquakes and the Tidal Wave 
 

The first eruption 
 On the 27th of March, Friday, at six oʻclock in the morning, the eruption of the volcano 
and the rising of the smoke above Mauna Loa was seen by the people of Kona and Kaʻū. The 
smoke rose straight up like a pillar of cloud, disappearing into the upper atmosphere. Half an 
hour later, the smoke was seen rising farther south, as if descending to Kaʻū. 
 On Saturday morning, March 28, the earthquakes began in Kona and Kaʻū and perhaps in 
other parts of Hawaiʻi Island. Those frequent quakes continued for two weeks, all the way until 
Friday, the 10th of April, and the last ships left Hawaiʻi to sail here to Oʻahu. Within those days 
there were around 1,500 quakes, when counted from big to small. 
 There were great rockslides at the sacred cliff of Keōua at the Kealakekua harbor, the 
cliff of Poʻohina at Kaʻū, the cliff of Keauhou at Puna, the cliffs of Hāmākua and the steep rising 
cliffs of all of the island of Hawaiʻi. 
 

The most terrifying quake. 
 At four oʻclock in the afternoon of Thursday, April 2nd, a powerful, terrifying quake 
shook Hawaiʻi, Maui, Molokaʻi and Oʻahu. It was strongest though, on the southern side of 
Hawaiʻi Island. Houses were knocked down, rocks were rolled on the cliffs, the large stone 
churches of Kaʻū were torn apart. The earth cracked at Kaʻū, and a large fissure opened up at the 
government road at Kiolakaʻa, Kaʻū. This quake was also quite strong in Puna, Hilo and Kona, 
and at Hāmākua and Kōhala the people left the houses and ran outside. In Hilo, all the bottles in 
Dr. Wetemora's wood frame building shattered.  The plates, lamps, glassware were all shattered. 
Stone foundations of all the wooden buildings in Hilo all cracked and some collapsed. The brick 
chimneys of my house and the smoke stacks of the sugar refinery in Hilo were all tumbled, 
except for Paukaʻa's. 
 

The eruption of the red lava at Keaīwa 
 Our dear friend, Pele Laimana, writes about the great quake of that Thursday, April 2nd. 
At Keaiwa perhaps is where this quake was the strongest. According to Pele Laimana, they laid 
down and grasped on to the weeds, lest they be rolled away. Trees here and there were knocked 
down, or they would be tumbled. Trees were knocked over eveery where as if strewn by a great 
wind. Right at that moment they saw the eruption of the red lava [ash] upland of Keaiwa, 
flowing rapidly for about three miles in perhaps three minutes. The width of this red lava that 
was erupted by the volcano was about one mile. Some houses and people, horses, cattle and 
goats were destroyed/killed by being covered in this red dirt [ash], they were buried alive and 
lost. 
 

The plunging of the land into the sea. 
 The great quake passed, along with the eruption of the red dirt [ash] from the volcano, 
they soon looked toward the shore of Punaluʻu and Honuʻapo. We know, according to Pele 
Laimana, about the plunging of the land of the shore into the sea, where some houses, people and 
animals were lost in the sea. They left the house and went to the hill at the place of Nahala. In no 
time they arrived before their beloved friend, Rev. J. Kauhane and his family. That evening, 
others arrived and stayed with them for the night. Prayer was their main endeavor all that night 
until dawn, thinking they were going to die. A man arrived and told of the death of his wife and 



children due to the lava. A woman told of her escape, the husband was covered by the red dirt 
[ash] of Pele. There indeed were many quakes that night and day with loud cries and noise, as 
though the volcano was flowing right below them in the belly of the earth. They didnʻt think 
theyʻd survive, but death was something that they acknowledged. 
 At dawn on Friday, April 3rd, and Kale Richardson arrived from Kapāpala and said 
there's a road that they can escape on seaward of Pele's red lava. They quickly mounted the 
horses and rode around the lava to reach Kapāpala, and from there to Kilauea, and safely 
emerged in Hilo on Saturday. This red dirt that was spewed from the volcano at Keaiwa is a cold 
dirt indeed, it was not hot! 
 

The eruption of the volcano at Pākini, Kaʻū, Friday, April 7th. 
 At 6 oʻclock in the evening of Tuesday, April 7th, the schooner the Okepelo was sailing 
seaward of Kalai [?], Kaʻū, and they saw the erupting of the volcano upland of the Kahuku 
church. The fire was shooting up like a faucet with a great fiery glow. The fire flowed swiftly 
like a red river at Pākini. The fire moved very quickly through the plain of Kamāʻoa perhaps, and 
within three and a half hours the fire reached the sea and flowed into the ocean. As the sailors of 
the Okepelo returned at nine thirty, the lava was flowing into the sea. 
 That's all that we heard about this last eruption of the volcano at Kaʻū.  Some may have 
died in this fire, perhaps not. What a pity for the people of Kaʻū! The Lord has placed his 
powerful hand upon them, and his actions are terrifying. 
 Our love swells along with the welling of tears for our friends and brethren in Kaʻū that 
were thrashed by the Lord through these powerful acts that he presented there. All the prayers of 
Hawaiʻi are being raised to the Lord for him to show mercy and to spare the lives of men and to 
lighten his hand. 
 

The Word of the Lord is Relevant. 
 We remember Jehova's decent upon Sinai with smoke, the roar of thunder and an 
earthquake, and all the Israelites were afraid, and they distanced themselves from the mountain, 
and only Moses was the one who climbed up and met with the Lord and received the 
commandment. 
 In Psalm 114, it's said: "The mountains skipped like rams, and the hills like lambs. What 
was it, o sea, that you fled? O Jordan, that you were driven back?" 
Psalm 29: "The voice of Jehova breaketh the cedars; it is true Jehova broke the cedars of 
Lebanon. He maketh them to also skip like lambs; Lebanon and Sirion like a young buffalo. The 
voice of Jehova divided the flames of the fire; the voice of Jehova shook the wilderness in fear; 
Jehova is shaking the wilderness of Kadesh in fear." 
 Psalm 104:32 : "He looks upon the earth and it trembles; he touches the mountains and 
they smoke." 
  



Ka Nupepa Kuokoa 
August 15, 1868 

 

 

 GREAT EARTHQUAKE.—On July 
22, an extremely powerful earthquake was 
felt in Hilo, greater than the great earthquake 
on April second; however, it was not heard 
what things were affected. 

 


