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COLLEGE OF EDUCATION BY THE NUMBERS • 2015

A sense of purpose, a sense of place: Preparing knowledgeable, effective, and 
caring educators to contribute to a just, diverse, and democratic society

The vision of the College of Education is to work as a community of educators who provide innovative 
research, teaching, and leadership in an effort to further the field of education and prepare professionals 
to contribute to a just, diverse, and democratic society. Our vision guides the direction and work of the 
college in and beyond Hawai‘i and is informed by a sense of purpose and a sense of place. The college 
recognizes its responsibility to enhance the well-being of the Native Hawaiian people, and others across 
the Pacific Basin, through education.

DOCTORAL 
STUDENTS

250
CONTRACTS AND 
GRANTS AWARDED

$18,092,966

VALUE OF COE 
ENDOWMENT PORTFOLIO 

$8,641,554

ETHNICITY GROUPS 
REPRESENTED BY 
STUDENTS 

23

STUDENTS ENROLLED 177 SCHOLARSHIPS 
AWARDED

1,915 $276,704
DEGREES & 
CERTIFICATES 
AWARDED

522

STUDENTS PURSUING 
TEACHER LICENSURE

427
ELIGIBLE TEACHERS 
PRODUCED

226
1,685 DONATIONS

$836,768
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STUDENT DATA*

669	 MALE STUDENTS

1,246	 FEMALE STUDENTS	
1,915	 TOTAL ENROLLMENT

ENROLLMENT* 

STUDENT ETHNICITY
1,915 TOTAL ENROLLMENT

FALL 2015

FALL 2015

FALL 2015

STUDENT GENDER

301	 UNDERGRADUATE 

	 (declared education as a major)

732	 UNDERGRADUATE 

	 (admitted to professional programs)

105	 POST-BACCALAURATE CERTIFICATE

527	 MASTERS 

250	 DOCTORAL

1,915	 TOTAL ENROLLMENT

*Total enrollment includes freshmen and sophomores who have declared education as a major

(ADMITTED)(DECLARED)

POST-BAC CERT MASTERS DOCTORALUNDERGRADUATEUNDERGRADUATE

38%16% 5.5% 27.5% 13%
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STUDENT DATA

FALL 2010–SUM 2015

FALL 2013–SUM 2015

UNDERGRADUATE DEGREES, GRADUATE 
DEGREES, & CERTIFICATES AWARDED

TEACHER CANDIDATES RECOMMENDED 
FOR INITIAL LICENSURE
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STUDENT DATA

ENROLLMENT & PROGRAM COMPLETERS*
FALL 2014–SUM 2015

* Total enrollment includes freshmen and sophomores who have declared education as a major

STUDENT DATA

DEGREE PROGRAM

Fall 14 Spr 15 Sum 15 Fall 14 Spr 15 Sum 15

BED-Freshmen Elem Ed-Elem & Spec Ed-BEd 4 1 0 2 * * * *

(1-24 credits) Elem Ed, Early Childhood-BEd 1 0 0 1 * * * *

Elementary Education-BEd 15 5 0 13 * * * *

Secondary Education-BEd 8 1 0 7 * * * *

BED-Sophomore Elem Ed-Elem & Spec Ed-BEd 5 8 3 9 * * * *

(25-54 credits) Elem Ed, Early Childhood-BEd 5 3 4 * * * *

Elementary Education-BEd 28 22 3 28 * * * *

Secondary Education-BEd 14 12 1 16 * * * *

BED-Juniors & Seniors Elem Ed-Elem & Spec Ed-BEd 82 80 33 95 3 31 34

(above 55 credits) Elem Ed, Early Childhood-BEd 53 55 7 58 19 16 35

Elementary Education-BEd 182 213 64 220 6 54 3 63

Secondary Education-BEd 126 120 25 146 15 22 37

BS-Freshmen (1-24 credits) KRS, Health & Exercise Science 77 3 80

KRS, Health & Physical Ed 1 1

BS-Sophomores (25-54 credits) KRS, Health & Exercise Science 65 14 2 77

BS- Juniors&Seniors (above 55 credits) KRS, Health & Exercise Science 358 41 19 396 25 36 15 76

KRS, Health & Physical Ed 4 14 15 2 2

MED Curriculum Studies-MEd 89 95 49 105 7 10 17

Early Childhood Education-MEd 18 17 35 17 17

Educational Administration-MEd 60 65 27 72 4 18 4 26

Educational Foundations-MEd 37 37 41 60 1 6 14 21

Educational Psychology-MEd 36 38 6 41 9 2 11

Learning Design & Technology-MED 65 63 20 66 27 27

Special Education-MEd 38 32 8 39 4 8 1 13

MEDT Master of Education in Teaching 70 68 15 70 26 2 28

MS Athletic Training - MS 1 1

Kinesiology & Rehab Science-MS 68 69 39 72 1 7 13 21

PCERT Secondary Education-PCERT 44 51 14 59 6 23 29

Special Education-PCERT 56 42 29 61 18 10 2 30

PHD Education-PhD 189 175 29 194 13 11 6 30

Learning Design and Technology - PHD 1 1

Educational Psychology-PhD 29 30 3 30 2 2

EDD Professional Ed Practice-EdD 31 29 26 31 1 1

GCERT Disability & Diversity Studies-GCERT 2 2

GCERT Online Learning & Teaching-GCERT 3 5 2 6

GRAND TOTAL 1861 1393 482 2111 139 320 63 522

DEGREE PROGRAM
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STUDENT DATA

STUDENTS PURSUING TEACHER LICENSURE*
FALL 2015

FALL 2013–2015

TOTAL NUMBER= 427

TOTAL NUMBER= 250

** A collaborative specialization between Ed Foundations and Ed Administration

*** New doctorate since 2011

** 

*** 

*Total enrollment includes freshmen and sophomores who have declared education as a major

DOCTORAL STUDENTS
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FACULTY & STAFF DATA

Faria, Kahea  Curriculum Studies, Tenure

Hitchcock, Caryl  Center on Disability Studies, Promotion 

Kukea Shultz,  Pohai  Office of Student Academic Services, Promotion

Leake, David  Center on Disability Studies, Promotion 

Menchaca, Michael  Learning Design and Technology, Promotion

Morgan, Charles  Kinesiology and Rehabilitation Science, Promotion

Nguyen, Thanh Truc  Curriculum Research & Development Group, Promotion 

Phan, Le Ha  Educational Foundations, Tenure & Promotion 

Robinson, Scott  Institute for Teacher Education, Promotion

Rombaoa Tanaka, Naomi  Center on Disability Studies, Promotion

PROMOTION & TENURE

Stodden, Robert  Director, Center on Disability Studies

Reed, Gay  Professor, Educational Foundations

Pottenger, Frank  Professor, Curriculum Research & Development Group

Slovin, Hannah  Associate Professor, Curriculum Research & Development Group

Olson, Melfried  Associate Professor, Curriculum Research & Development Group

RETIREES

Brandon, Paul  Director, Curriculum Research & Development Group

Noonan, Mary Jo  Director, Doctor of Education Program

Roberts, Stacey  Chair, Educational Administration  

POSITION CHANGES

FACULTY DIVERSITY

FACULTY & STAFF BY FUNDS*
FALL 2014–2015

FALL 2015

2015

TOTAL NUMBER = 193

*Full-time equilvalents
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DEPARTMENT & UNIT DATA

BACHELOR OF EDUCATION IN ELEMENTARY EDUCATION  
Elementary Education (K-6)*

Dual Preparation in Elementary Education (K-6) and Early Childhood Education (PK-3)

Dual Preparation in Elementary Education (K-6) and Special Education (K-6)

Dual Preparation in Early Childhood Education (PK-3) and Early Childhood Special 
Education (PK-3)

Dual Preparation in Elementary Education (K-6) and English Language Learners/Multi-
lingual Learners (K-6) (pending approval) 

BACHELOR OF EDUCATION IN SECONDARY EDUCATION  
English Language Arts (6-12), Mathematics (6-12), Music (K-12), Science (6-12), Social 
Studies (6-12), and World Languages (6-12)

POST-BACCALAUREATE CERTIFICATE IN SECONDARY EDUCATION  
Art (6-12), English Language Arts* (6-12), English as a Second Language (6-12), 
Mathematics* (6-12), Physical Education (K-6, 6-12, K-12), Science* (6-12), Social 
Studies* (6-12) and World Languages (6-12) 

MASTER OF EDUCATION IN TEACHING* 
Elementary Education (K-6), Secondary Education (6-12): English, Mathematics, 
Science, Social Studies; Hawaiian Language Immersion Education (K-12), Hawaiian 
Language Education (6-12); Secondary and Special Education (6-12) (pending 
approval); inquire with program about other licensure areas

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN KINESIOLOGY AND 
REHABILITATION SCIENCE  
Physical Education (K-6, 6-12, K-12)

BACHELOR OF EDUCATION IN SPECIAL EDUCATION 
Dual Preparation in Elementary Education (K-6) and Special Education (K-6)

Dual Preparation in Early Childhood Education (PK-3) and Early Childhood Special 
Education (PK-3)

POST-BACCALAUREATE CERTIFICATE IN SPECIAL EDUCATION 
Mild/Moderate (PK-3, K-6, 6-12)*, Severe/Autism (PK-3, K-6, 6-12)*

MASTER OF EDUCATION IN TEACHING* 
Secondary (6-12) and Special Education (6-12) (pending approval)

PROGRAMS FOR INITIAL TEACHING LICENSURE

The College of Education offers the Bachelor of Education, Bachelor of Science, Post-Baccalaureate Certificate, and  

Master of Education in Teaching, leading to initial teaching licensure. [https://coe.hawaii.edu]

BACHELOR’S 
LEVEL

BED

BED

BS

BED

PBCSE

MEDT

PBSPED

POST-
BACCALAUREATE 

OR MASTER’S 
LEVEL

INSTITUTE FOR TEACHER EDUCATION

KINESIOLOGY AND REHABILITATION SCIENCE

SPECIAL EDUCATION

*Available statewide through distance education (see departments for details) 
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DEPARTMENT & UNIT DATA

KINESIOLOGY AND REHABILITATION SCIENCE  
• Health and Exercise Science

The College of Education offers the Bachelor of Science; Master of Education; Master of Science; PhD in Education; PhD in Educational 

Psychology; PhD in Learning Design and Technology; EdD in Professional Educational Practice; and Certificates in BCBA Prepara-

tion, Reading K-12, Literacy Specialist, Online Learning and Teaching, and Disability and Diversity Studies. [https://coe.hawaii.edu]

MASTER OF EDUCATION (MEd)

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE (BS)

NON-LICENSURE AND ADVANCED PROGRAMS

PROFESSIONAL EDUCATIONAL PRACTICE

CERTIFICATE IN DISABILITY AND DIVERSITY STUDIES

KINESIOLOGY AND REHABILITATION SCIENCE 
• Athletic Training (entry-level), Athletic Training (post-certification), Physical Activity & Adapted Physical 
Activity, and Rehabilitation Counseling* 

DOCTOR OF EDUCATION (EdD)

CENTER ON DISABILITY STUDIES

MASTER OF SCIENCE (MS)

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY (PhD)

* Available statewide through distance education (see departments for details) 
** A collaborative specialization between Educational Foundations and Educational Administration

CURRICULUM STUDIES 
• PK-3, Elementary, Middle (and Secondary) Level*, 
Secondary, and K-12 
• Certificate Reading K-12 
• Certificate Literacy Specialist

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION 
• Professional development and leadership for serving 
children infancy to five years of age

EDUCATIONAL ADMINISTRATION 
• K-12 Administration, and Higher Education Administration

EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATIONS 
• Educational Foundations, Educational Leadership in the 
Pacific Region, and Private School Leadership

EDUCATIONAL PSYCHOLOGY 
• Measurement, Statistics, and Evaluation

LEARNING DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY* 
• Theory and practice of design, development, utilization, 
management, and evaluation of processes and resources for 
learning 
 
SPECIAL EDUCATION 

• Online program for professionals who wish to increase 
their knowledge and skills in working with individuals 
with disabilities; area of emphasis designed for individual 
interests* 
• Certificate Literacy Specialist 
• Certificate BCBA Preparation

EDUCATION 
• Curriculum and Instruction, Educational Administration, 
Educational Foundations, Exceptionalities, Kinesiology and 
Rehabilitation Science, and Policy Studies**

EDUCATIONAL PSYCHOLOGY 

LEARNING DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY
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ACADEMIC UNITS

The Department of Curriculum Studies 

(EDCS) continued to contribute to the 

Mālama Honua  Worldwide Voyage 

in 2015 as education specialists, crew 

members, grant writers, and Promise 

Partners. These efforts dovetail with the 

department’s grants programs, like the 

enhanced PK–12 interdisciplinary science 

concentration, to support indigenous and 

place-based education. Led by Pauline 

Chinn, the concentration combines 

science content courses with pedagogy. 

Chinn also received funding from the 

National Science Foundation for Explor-

ing Ways to Transform Teaching Practices 

to Increase Native Hawaiian Students’ 

Interest in STEM. Other ongoing grant 

programs in the department include Tara 

O’Neill and Patricia Halagao’s A‘o Hawai‘ i: 

Viewing the Classroom as a Canoe, the 

Canoe as a Classroom and Linda Furuto’s 

Ethnomathematics and STEM Institute.

The exciting new MEd-CS: STEMS2 con-

centration, coordinated by O’Neill and 

Joe Zilliox of the Institute for Teacher 

Education, began in Summer 2015. 

Another popular program, the MEd-CS: 

Aloha Kumu, coordinated 

by Kimo Cashman, added 

a community-based edu-

cation/national board cer-

tification cohort and an 

Aloha ‘Āina Cohort. In col-

laboration with the Depart-

ment of Educational Foun-

dations, the new MEd-CS: 

Teacher Leader program 

was approved to add-a-

field, Teacher Leader, to an 

existing Hawai‘i teaching license. Simi-

larly, Literacy Leader: Literacy Specialist 

Graduate Certificate, a collaboration with 

the Department of Special Education, is 

now a Hawai‘i Teacher Standards Board 

add-a-field.

The MEd-Early Childhood Education 

program, directed by Robyn Chun, and 

its partner organizations presented a suc-

cessful 2015 Summer Institute and well-

attended community lectures across the 

state. The PhD in Education-Curriculum 

& Instruction specialization, coordinated 

by Julie Kaomea, is another important 

EDCS program with 53 students in the 

doctoral specialization.

Other faculty news includes Kalehua 

Krug who accepted a position with the 

Hawai‘i Department of Education’s Office 

of Hawaiian Education; Eōmailani Kuka-

hiko who is the 2015–16 COE Congress 

Chair; Sarah Twomey who is the new Edu-

cational Perspectives editor and COE Con-

gress Vice Chair; Richard Johnson who 

served as Study Abroad Resident Director 

during Fall 2015 in New Delhi, India; and 

Stephanie Furuta (ITE) who became Direc-

tor of the Hawai‘i Writing Project. 

The Department of Educational Admin-

istration (EDEA) is helping prepare local 

future leaders of the Hawai‘i Department 

of Education (HIDOE) and the University 

of Hawai‘i system. The department is also 

helping education systems across the 

globe with students from China, Russia, 

Japan, Switzerland, Slovenia, and Vietnam 

to name a few. 

Dr. Stacey Roberts took the helm as depart-

ment chair in the fall. Dr. Chris Lucas fur-

thered our international ties in represent-

ing the university at the Asia Pacific Higher 

Education Research Partnership Emerging 

Scholars Seminar in Bangkok, Thailand. Dr. 

Erin Kahunawaika‘ala Wright successfully 

published Kanaka ‘Ōiwi Methodologies: 

Mo‘olelo and Metaphor in November. 

Kanaka ‘Ōiwi Methodologies is a collection 

of methodologies-focused essays written 

by Kanaka ‘Ōiwi scholars across academic 

disciplines. The authors illustrate how they 

have used these methodologies to guide 

and inform their research for deeper 

understanding, language and cultural 

revitalization, and positive social change. 

In 2015, there were 33 master’s degree 

and two PhD graduates. Graduate stu-

dents in the K–12 strand of the master’s 

program are working with diverse popu-

lations that represent all socio-economic 

levels of the community in the public and 

private schools. Doctoral students are 

conducting research in a variety of areas, 

including underrepresented minorities 

and achievements of different popula-

tions in the HIDOE, as well as in a variety 

of postsecondary issues including student 

access and retention. The Higher Educa-

tion Student Association (HESA) continues 

to foster a sense of community among 

students, faculty, and staff within the 

higher education program and through-

out the larger postsecondary education 

community. HESA events include profes-

sional development and academic work-

shops, social gatherings and celebrations, 

and fundraising.  

CURRICULUM STUDIES

EDUCATIONAL 
ADMINISTRATION

HESA Executive Board

MEd-Early Childhood Education Cohort at Commencement
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ACADEMIC UNITS

The Department of Educational Psy-

chology (EDEP) focuses on research in 

human learning and development within 

the context of a diverse society and 

quantitative methodology. EDEP attracts 

students from Hawai‘i and across the 

world with current students hailing from 

China, Japan, Sweden, Germany, Slove-

nia, Taiwan, Vietnam, Macao, and Ameri-

can Sāmoa among other countries. The 

department offers two degrees, an MEd 

and PhD in educational psychology. 

Both programs offer two specializations 

in 1) Learning and Development and 2) 

Measurement, Statistics and Evaluation. 

Graduates from both master’s and doc-

toral programs include current leaders 

in private and public institutions across 

the world.

In 2015, EDEP continued to expand course 

offerings in learning, advanced statistics, 

evaluation, and measurement. Research 

initiatives include the Activating Educa-

tor’s Focus on Family Engagement as 

Central to Teaching (AFFECT) project, 

developing four online educational 

modules about family engagement and 

piloting those modules in the college. 

The Center for Research on Education, 

Diversity and Excellence (CREDE) worked 

with Blanche Pope Elementary School 

to mentor teachers in the use of the 

CREDE model.

EDUCATIONAL 
PSYCHOLOGY

The Department of Educational Founda-

tions (EDEF) prepares educational leaders 

with an understanding of the historical, 

philosophical, cultural, social, and politi-

cal context of education so that they can 

make informed and wise decisions about 

educational problems and policy issues.

EDEF collaborated with the Department of 

Curriculum Studies to develop a Teacher 

Leader concentration, the purpose of 

which is to prepare teachers to lead school 

improvement in roles such as grade-

level chair, resource teacher, curriculum 

coordinator, and other positions that 

support students in achieving their 

maximum potentials. The course offerings 

are in alignment with the national Teacher 

Leader Standards. In November 2015, the 

Hawai‘i Teacher Standards Board approved 

the concentration, which will allow 

teachers in the Hawai‘i State Department 

of Education to add the Teacher Leader 

Field to their teaching licenses. The two 

departments are in the process of applying 

to the University of Hawai‘i Mānoa for a 

Teacher Leader graduate certificate.

EDEF faculty engaged in a variety of 

activities. While in China during her spring 

2015 sabbatical leave, Baoyan Cheng 

was invited by seven institutions to give 

public presentations, demonstrating the 

recognition of her expertise in compara-

tive and international issues in education. 

Jeannie Lum was invited to present her 

paper, Transdisciplinarity: A Transforma-

tive Perspective and Method for Peace 

Education Research, at the University of 

Cambridge, UK, Peace Education Seminar 

held in September 2015. In collaboration 

with Portland State University and Hanoi 

University of Business and Technology, Le 

Ha Phan convened and organized the first 

Vietnam-U.S Higher Education Forum and 

the 7th Engaging with Vietnam: An Inter-

disciplinary Dialogue conference held in 

July 2015 in Hanoi, Vietnam. In Decem-

ber, Dr. Phan gave two invited lectures 

in Melbourne, Australia. These interna-

tional invitations show the interest among 

scholars in Asia and the Pacific Region in 

learning from us and sharing their exper-

tise in the context of rapid international-

ization and increasing globalization.

CREDE Teacher and Learners at the UHM Children’s Center

Baoyen Cheng at Peking University

EDUCATIONAL 
FOUNDATIONS 
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ACADEMIC UNITS

The Institute for Teacher Education (ITE) 

Secondary Program offers both bachelor’s 

(BEd) and post-baccalaureate certification 

(PBCSE) pathways towards initial teacher 

licensure. In May 2015, ITE Secondary 

welcomed 61 new alumni who were 

recommended for licensure in the fields 

of language arts, science, mathematics, 

world languages, social studies, music, 

and art. 

ITE secondary faculty continued to travel 

the world, engaging educators statewide 

in literacy practices and expanding its 

course offerings. Continuing the depart-

ment’s commitment to literacy across 

content areas, Charlotte Frambaugh-

Kritzer introduced a secondary education 

course, which adds a literacy interface to 

both our BEd and PBCSE programs. Fram-

baugh-Kritzer also worked in partnership 

with Rosela Balinbin (ITE Elementary) and 

Aaron Levine (ITE Elementary and Sec-

ondary) to bring a third cohort of COE stu-

dents to visit Japan for a one-week field 

study. Tara O’Neill had the great honor 

to serve as a crew member on a New 

Zealand leg of the Worldwide Voyage of 

Hōkūle‘a and Hikianulea.

Innovation has been the theme for the 

Secondary Program over the past year. 

Kirsten Mawyer has been integrating new 

technologies into the program’s science 

methods courses. She has moved her 

science methods course to a Sakamaki 

Innovation Zone classroom, which is 

designed to support the use of the most 

recent innovations in mobile technol-

ogy. In the fall of 2015, we piloted our 

first online integrated methods course in 

partnership with the Masters of Education 

in Teaching (MEdT) program. Students 

working towards licensure in science, 

mathematics, social studies, English 

language arts, and Hawaiian language 

worked together to build integrated class-

room units that built connections across 

their content areas.

The Institute for Teacher Education-

Elementary Education Program (ITE-

EEP) offers a bachelor’s degree (BEd) in 

Elementary Education, which qualifies 

graduates to teach in elementary schools 

(K–6) with the option of dual-preparation 

in early childhood education (PK-3), 

special education, or multilingual learn-

ing. The BEd in elementary education is 

offered statewide in a hybrid format that 

consists of web-based instruction and 

four face-to-face weekend meetings per 

semester. The EEP program is also offered 

in American Sāmoa.

In Fall 2015, EEP strengthened its efforts to 

prepare its candidates to meet the needs 

of multilingual learners by requiring all 

candidates to complete a course on this 

topic. The Supporting Our New Graduates 

(SONG) program is in its second successful 

year. In this program, ITE faculty support 

our graduates and offer assistance with 

any challenges they may be facing for the 

first two years of their teaching. 

For the fourth year in a row, ITE is offering 

the Inquiry and Field Study of Japanese 

Education course. This course provides 

students with the opportunity to engage 

with the inquiry process from start to 

finish, uses online synchronous and asyn-

chronous tools to collaborate with Bukkyo 

University teacher candidates and faculty, 

provides students with tools to collect and 

analyze field study data, and culminates 

with public presentations of students’ 

research findings. 

INSTITUTE 
FOR TEACHER 
EDUCATION – 
SECONDARY 
PROGRAM

INSTITUTE FOR TEACHER EDUCATION –  
ELEMENTARY EDUCATION PROGRAM 

Crew Members on New Zealand Leg of PVS Worldwide Voyage (photo credit: Justyn Ah Chong)

COE and Miyagi University of Education 
Students at Sendai Castle in Japan
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ACADEMIC UNITS

The Department of Learning Design 

and Technology (LTEC) continues 

to provide dynamic graduate pro-

grams for educators seeking inno-

vative ways to design engaging and 

integrative learning environments, 

including emerging technologies 

and online education. The depart-

ment offers an on-campus and 

online master’s program, a Gradu-

ate Certificate in Online Learning 

and Teaching (COLT), and a doc-

toral program. During the past aca-

demic year, there were 26 master, 

11 graduate certificate, and five PhD 

graduates. Kimble McCaan was the 

first doctoral student to receive the 

recently approved PhD in LTEC.

LTEC faculty continued to be rec-

ognized for their teaching, research, 

and service at the local, national, and 

international levels. Paul McKimmy 

received the UH Mānoa Excellence in 

Online Teaching Award for Design, 

Michael Menchaca was an invited 

speaker for the 2015 Ed-Media Con-

ference in Montreal, Seungoh Paek 

received Outstanding Research 

Paper Award at the 2015 E-Learn 

Conference in Kona, Curtis Ho and 

Bert Kimura received an Outstanding 

Scholar Paper Award at the Interna-

tional Conference for Media in Edu-

cation in China, and Ho was keynote 

speaker for the International Confer-

ence on Computer Assisted Systems 

For Teaching & Learning Japanese. 

Ellen Hoffman served on the execu-

tive committee of the Association 

for Educational Communications 

and Technology (AECT), Catherine 

Fulford was executive board chair for 

Ed-Media, Grace Lin served on the 

executive board and was conference 

co-chair for E-Learn 2015. Christine 

Irvine continued her grant-funded 

work with the Pacific Regional Com-

prehensive Center (PRCC) in collabo-

ration with the Pacific Resources for 

Education and Learning (PREL) and 

served on an accreditation team in 

Mississippi for the Council for the 

Accreditation of Educator Prepa-

ration (CAEP). Ariana Eichelberger 

completed her PhD in Education and 

Peter Leong was a visiting scholar 

at Anadolu University in Eskişehir, 

Turkey during his sabbatical leave. 

LTEC students were active in schol-

arly activities with peer-reviewed 

presentations at multiple confer-

ences worldwide. Carolyn Kirio, a 

doctoral student, received the 2015 

American Association of School 

Librarians’ (AASL) Information Tech-

nology Pathfinder Award; David 

Cypriano, a master’s graduate and 

current PhD student, received the 

2015 Burniske Award for Best Mas-

ter’s Project; Billy Meinke, of DCDC, 

served as keynote speaker for the 

2015 TCCfx Online Conference; and 

LTEC’s student and alumni organiza-

tion, AECT-HI, helped to organize a 

May graduation party and the 2nd 

Student Ohana Building Event & 

Alumni Reunion.

LEARNING DESIGN 
AND TECHNOLOGY 

KINESIOLOGY AND 
REHABILITATION 
SCIENCE 

The Department of Kinesiology and Rehabilitation 

Science (KRS) offers two undergraduate Bachelor 

of Science programs: Health & Physical Education 

(HPE) and Health & Exercise Science (HES). The 

HES program continues to grow with well over 

580 matriculating majors, while the HPE program 

is also increasing to more than 30 enrollees. The 

KRS graduate program, with approximately 100 

majors, compromises a Master of Science in five 

specializations: Physical Activity, Adapted Physical 

Activity, Professional Athletic Training, Post-Profes-

sional Athletic Training, and Rehabilitation Counsel-

ing. The department offers a college-wide PhD in 

either Exercise Science/Biomechanics or Adapted 

Physical Activity.

The Rehabilitation Counseling graduate program, 

under the direction of Dr. Kathryn Yamamoto, 

received a five-year, $1M personnel preparation 

grant from Vocational Rehabilitation State Grants. 

KRS continues to receive funding from the Alvin 

and Monica Saake Foundation for the Children 

Motor Clinic and the Hawai‘i Concussion Aware-

ness and Management Program (HCAMP) through 

the Department of Health. The department was 

also awarded funds from Matson Foundation to 

showcase “Friday Night Lights” which is an inclu-

sive sports program for students with and without 

disabilities at selected Hawai‘i Public High Schools. 

Lastly, the department continues to develop inter-

national relations with Japan specifically with ath-

letic training programs under the direction of Drs. 

Kaori Tamura and Yukiya Oba. Faculty members 

also continue to excel in scholarly productivity in 

the form of publications, presentations, and inter-

national collaborations.

Ritsumeikan University Visit to KRS LTEC Graduates Polly Quigley, Alex Parisky, Ari Eichelberger, and Kimble McCaan
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ACADEMIC UNITS

The Master of Education in Teach-

ing (MEdT) program offers both a 

high quality K–12 teacher licensure 

program and a graduate educa-

tion that supports the simultane-

ous renewal of K–12 schools and 

teacher education. Two new cohorts 

of teacher candidates began in the 

MEdT program in Fall 2015. In addi-

tion to a professional development 

schools (PDS) cohort of face-to-

face candidates, MEdT started its 

first statewide cohort with teacher 

candidates on Big Island, Kaua‘i, 

Lanai‘ i, Maui, and O‘ahu. Candi-

dates are placed in partner schools 

on their home island, complete 

their coursework online, and meet 

in person several times a semester 

on the Mānoa campus.

Recruitment began for the first 

statewide Dual Secondary/Special 

Education cohort. Candidates in 

this cohort will earn a licensure rec-

ommendation in both a secondary 

content area and special education 

with a mild/moderate emphasis in 

addition to a master’s degree. This 

program was created in response to 

the Hawai‘i DOE’s ongoing need for 

highly qualified special education 

teachers with an expertise in a given 

content area.

The department is also recruiting for 

its Hawaiian Language and Hawaiian 

Language Immersion cohort that 

will go statewide for the first time 

(Fall 2016). COE faculty teaching 

in the Immersion cohort will 

incorporate Hawaiian perspectives 

while conducting MEdT teacher 

education courses in Hawaiian as 

an opportunity for the candidates 

to strengthen their language usage, 

and develop the knowledge, skills, 

and dispositions necessary for 

teacher  licensure.

THE MASTER OF EDUCATION 
IN TEACHING 

The Department of Special Education (SPED) offers 

programs at all levels – bachelors, post-baccalau-

reate, masters, and doctoral – with programs for 

teacher licensure and advanced studies. 

In 2015, the department admitted its first MEd in 

Special Education Literacy Specialist cohort. These 

candidates, in addition to MEd in Curriculum Studies 

Literacy Specialist candidates, began their sequence 

of literacy coursework in the summer of 2015 and are 

set to complete six courses by the summer of 2016. 

During the summer, Dr. Jenny Wells and other special 

education faculty, received an Office of Special Edu-

cation Programs (OSEP) grant for $952,065 to support 

two cohorts of MEd in Special Education candidates 

who will pursue a program of study in autism and 

severe behavior disorders. Also, the newly approved 

BCBA program was in full implementation with over 

30 candidates.

In fall 2015, SPED welcomed two new faculty 

members, Dr. Min Ok and Ms. Chantelle Awana. Dr. Ok 

provides expertise in technology and mathematics, 

and Ms. Awana contributes to the PB SPED program 

primarily in field supervision. Faculty members 

continued their scholarly productivity in program 

development, revision, and research, presenting at 

numerous international/national conferences and 

publishing in highly respected professional journals. 

SPECIAL EDUCATION

First Literacy Specialist CohortFirst Statewide Cohort (Cohort 44)
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The Center on Disability Studies (CDS) 

promotes diverse abilities across the 

lifespan through interdisciplinary train-

ing, research, and service. The CDS is 

serving populations on every island of the 

state and across the Pacific with projects 

that stretch south across the equator to 

American Sāmoa and west across the 

International Dateline to the Republic 

of the Marshall Islands, the Federated 

States of Micronesia, and the Common-

wealth of the Northern Mariana Islands. 

In 2015, CDS enrolled 200 students in 

seven different undergraduate and gradu-

ate level disability and diversity studies 

courses. Several students also completed 

their graduate Certificate in Disability 

and Diversity Studies with final projects 

ranging from a study of disability and 

dance to the development of an online 

peer-mentoring project for youth with 

disabilities in Columbia. 

The CDS generated nearly $10M from 

grants and contracts during the reported 

fiscal year from state, federal, and private 

agencies. The CDS supported 45 projects 

across Hawai‘i, the Pacific region, and the 

nation. These projects generated 400 

activities and produced 146 products, 

including peer-reviewed publications, 

newsletters, brochures, electronic media, 

and conference presentations. The CDS’s 

ongoing projects focus on postsecond-

ary transitions, technology and acces-

sibility, and the disability certificate. The 

Transition and Postsecondary Programs 

for Students with Intellectual Disabilities 

(TPSID) grant, which supports individu-

als with intellectual disabilities to attend 

and succeed in inclusive postsecondary 

education settings, is a five-year project 

between the UH Community College 

system and State Division of Vocational 

Rehabilitation (DVR). The CDS is also col-

laborating with the UHM Department of 

Communications on a U.S. National Park 

Service Audio Description Study to create 

a mobile application and best practices 

for audio description of brochures for 

blind and visually-impaired visitors. 

Two new projects address professional 

development for Native Hawaiian early 

educators, exceptionalities and STEM, and 

a third project supports the Kathmandu 

University Center on Disability Studies. 

The Hawai‘i Positive Engagement Project 

(H-PEP) provides professional develop-

ment for Native Hawaiian early educators 

and those who work with Native Hawai-

ian students in Early Childhood Educa-

tion. Project TEAMS (Twice Exceptional 

students Achieving and Matriculating in 

STEM) works to increase the number of 

junior and senior high school students 

with disabilities who are identified as 

“scientifically promising” with high levels 

of academic achievement in science and 

who plan to enroll in postsecondary STEM 

programs. The CDS continues to expand 

its reach internationally and signed a 

memorandum of understanding with 

Kathmandu University to support the 

development of a Center on Disability 

Studies in Nepal. The first order of busi-

ness has been to standardize data collec-

tion efforts to better understand the state 

of disabilities in Nepal and the impact of 

the Spring 2015 earthquakes. 

RESEARCH UNITS

CENTER ON 
DISABILITY 
STUDIES 

CDS STEMD2 Team Members
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RESEARCH UNITS

CURRICULUM RESEARCH 
& DEVELOPMENT GROUP

The Curriculum Research & Development 

Group (CRDG) is an organized research 

unit that conducts research and develops, 

evaluates, disseminates, and supports 

educational programs serving students, 

teachers, parents, and other educators 

in grades PreK–20 locally, nationally, 

and internationally. The unit operates in 

partnership with University Laboratory 

School, a public charter school that serves 

as an R&D laboratory for the College 

of Education. 

CRDG provides direct research-informed 

services through the development of 

new curricula and programs and through 

the delivery of professional develop-

ment projects and program evaluation 

studies. In 2015, CRDG faculty and staff 

participated in 25 active program devel-

opment endeavors, with a primary focus 

on science, mathematics, learning tech-

nology, social studies, Native Hawaiian 

education, and research on program 

evaluation. The work included 11 major 

professional development projects and 

seven major products produced in print, 

pdf, mobile-app, or interactive web-

based formats. 

Highlights of CRDG’s work in 2015 include 

the completion of A Modeling Approach 

to Algebra, a year-long, modeling-based 

algebra course designed to be taken con-

currently with Algebra I; the continued 

production of episodes of Voice of the 

Sea, an award-winning ocean-science 

television show; the public launch at the 

meeting of the National Marine Educators 

Association of the online Exploring Our 

Fluid Earth curriculum; the production of 

an issue about research on evaluation for 

the national journal, New Directions for 

Evaluation; and work on the 2nd edition of 

the high school text, A History of Hawai‘ i, 

scheduled for completion in the summer 

of 2016. CRDG faculty and staff had seven 

funded grants, prepared six grant propos-

als, produced 10 journal articles, made 32 

professional presentations, and served as 

the editors of two professional journals. 

CRDG faculty and staff play key roles in 

the Pacific Circle Consortium, an organi-

zation that builds and enhances interna-

tional cooperation between educational 

research and development institutions in 

the Pacific region. Several of the faculty 

and staff participated during 2015 in 

numerous workshops about improve-

ment science toward the end of enhanc-

ing the manner in which they develop 

programs, conduct program evaluations, 

and conduct education research.

The end of the year saw the retirement 

of Director Kathleen Berg, who was suc-

ceeded by Paul R. Brandon, the fourth 

CRDG director in its 49 years. CRDG 

faculty and staff are indebted to Dr. Berg 

for her work in many roles during her 42 

years at CRDG.


